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UPDATE: Every day brings progress
“Spiritual formation, I have come to believe, is not about steps or stages on the way 
to perfection. It’s about the movements from the mind to the heart through prayer 

in its many forms that reunite us with God, each other, and our truest selves.” 
- Henri Nouwen

This has been another incredible semester where God has moved 
in powerful ways. As we continue to create environments, programs 
and conversations for our student-athletes and coaches to become 
more aware of The Lord, we have witnessed God’s faithfulness every 
step of the way! In the last five years, 78 of our student-athletes have 
given their lives to Jesus in baptism, including men’s basketball player 
Kenny Cooper and women’s soccer player Hope Van Ryckeghem 
this semester. In the last few months, we have seen growth in our FCA 
attendance, a greater excitement to serve in the local Nashville com-
munity and a passion for international missions as student-athletes 
can’t wait to return to countries that now have a piece of their heart.

A new initiative of training local high school coaches in sports min-
istry has also begun. This semester we have conducted two sessions 
with the Lipscomb Academy coaches challenging their view of sports 
and their overall responsibility as a coach in the Kingdom of God. One 
coach shared that his biggest takeaway from the training was “being 
reminded that I am a Christ-follower who happens to be a coach – not 
the other way around, and I love that.”

We have officially announced The Archie and Geneele Crenshaw 
Spiritual Formation Fund by which we are attempting to fundraise 
this effort for years to come. We believe that the best investment one 
can make is in something that will outlast them, and that is exactly 
what we are doing! We believe God is calling us deeper to join Him in 
the spiritual formation of the Lipscomb University Athletics Depart-
ment, and it is a joyous time to be a Bison! 
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STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT: Kade Hinkle 

Our spiritual formation team provides student-athletes opportunities 
each semester to plug-in and grow in their relationships with God. 

Kade Hinkle, a senior Exercise Science major from West Baden, 
Indiana, took advantage of nearly every one this fall.

Fall Break Mission Trip – A group of student-athletes 
committed their fall break to serving a refugee 
community right here in Nashville.

FCA – Student-led program integrating 
faith and sport while building authentic 
community every Tuesday night.

Mentoring – Male and female students commit 
to spending one-on-one time with Chris Klotz 
and Shannon O’Brien to be challenged in their 
walk and grow through prayer and intersession 
of the Holy Spirit.

Sports Fun Club – An after-school program 
held at a local inner city elementary school 

where Lipscomb student-athletes tutor 
3rd and 4th grade students each week.

Sunrise Slayers – Male athletes 
wake up early one day a week to 

study and memorize Scripture 
and also connect and pray 

with one another.

Kade Hinkle: “‘What you’re searching for you will find,’ and 
I believe that to be entirely true. I came in as a freshman 

with a yearning in my heart to grow closer to Christ. I didn’t 
know how or what I was supposed to do, but I was 

searching. Opportunities came and went and 
nothing ‘scratched the itch,’ as they say. That is 

until I met Klotz. Through spiritual formation 
and their many activities, I have found myself 

making leaps and bounds towards Christ. 
Through these activities, I have been the 

hands and feet of Christ and have learned 
how to love and live as Christ did. The road was 

long and bumpy, but I can easily say that I found what I was 
searching for, and am diving deeper everyday.”


